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PRODUCT CLOSE-UP

The Paragon series offers a balanced lineup of sounds, including 8" and
10" splashes, 16", 18", and 20" crashes, 19" and 20" Chinas, 13" and 14" hi-
hats, and a 22" ride. Let’s take a closer look at this precious metal from the
Great White North.

Ride
According to Sabian, they began development of the Paragon line with

the ride cymbal—and that development went through quite a few steps.
Sabian’s promotional literature quotes Neil as saying, “At first Mark Love
had [the cymbal’s] bow lathed, and left the bell raw. Interesting, but a bit
‘clangy.’ So he had it given the hand-hammering treatment. Better, but still
lacking in nuance. Next we tried a combination of lathing and hand ham-
mering on the bell, and presto. That was what I wanted: a sharp, musical
sound with a range of complex overtones.” 

I have to concur with Neil’s assessment. The 22" ride offers a versatile
tone that allows for excellent stick articulation, with minimal unwanted
overtones. Given the cymbal’s size and its extra-heavy weight (over 8 lbs.),
I was surprised at how direct the response was when I really layed into it.
The overall sound is defined, clean, and not too heavy. The bell is bright
and full-bodied, due to its Hand Hammered design. This ride’s warm yet
cutting tone could allow it to be used in many different musical situations. 

Hi-Hats
The 13" and 14" hi-hats provided clean, crisp stick articulation. The

overall sound was thick, warm, and when the hats were played with
force, not overbearingly piercing. Both sets of hats have smooth AA quali-
ties mixed with the darker HHX sound. The 13" hats had a slightly higher-
pitched tone than the 14" models. Both sizes produced a well-defined
“chick” with the foot.

Crashes
The 16", 18", and 20" crashes are full-bodied and seem best suited for

loud playing situations. Sabian’s literature states that the AAX “pinpoint”
lathing on the tops of the cymbals “makes for a fast, lively response,”
while the traditional, wider AA-style lathing on the bottoms and the hand-
hammered bell help to provide “a full, rich tone.” According to Neil, “This
combination proved to be exactly what I had been looking for in a crash
cymbal: a unity of rapid attack and swell around a solid, musical sound
with a smooth decay.”

High praise, indeed—but merited. All three crashes that we tested
opened up quickly when struck at medium volume, but were most effec-
tive—and really spread—when struck with force. Under those circum-
stances they generated a brilliant tone with a beautiful sustaining decay.
The three sizes are well matched in tonality, with a nice pitch variation
between each.

Splashes And Chinas
My favorite cymbals in the Paragon line may be the effects models. The

8" and 10" splashes, for example, are very expressive, warm, and well
matched in tonality. Either of them could be used in any musical context.
Both are very responsive at low volume, and they explode when played
with force. 

Considering that Neil Peart has played authentic Chinese-made China
cymbals for many years, it’s not surprising (although it is impressive) that
the 20" Paragon China has a very traditional China sound, with a direct, dry
tone and a piercing attack. It has a much smaller lip than that of the 19"
China, which gives the 20" more articulation and less sustain. The 19"
China, on the other hand, is a trashy, dark cymbal with a very wide lip. The
large hammered edges spread the sound with a warm, quick attack and a
sweet, sustaining decay. These two cymbals complement each other well,
offering a wide spectrum of aggressive sounds.

Overall
Whether or not you’re a Neil Peart fan, I don’t think you could ask for a

better blend of cymbal sounds and sizes for medium to loud drumming situ-
ations than Sabian’s Paragon line. The crashes and Chinas seem best suit-
ed for loud playing, while the remainder of the line would work well across
the board. The pricing falls in line with that of other professional cymbals
offering the same quality of construction and materials.

It seems apparent that Neil Peart has created yet another rock master-
piece—with help from Sabian’s master cymbalmakers.

Drumming legend Neil Peart has always been known for his dedication to innovation
and his eternal quest for perfection. So it’s not surprising that when Neil decided to

join forces with Sabian to develop a new line of signature cymbals, the outcome would be
nothing short of spectacular. But the quest for that outcome wasn’t easy. According to
Sabian cymbal specialist Mark Love, “Neil was very definite about what he was seeking.
He wanted subtle-looking cymbals with explosive sounds that would be focused, cutting,
and musical.”

Paragon cymbals are made using a combination of manufacturing steps taken from sev-
eral existing Sabian lines. They start with pure Sabian B20 bronze, and after being ham-
mered they receive AA-style lathing on their bottoms and AAX-style lathing on their tops.
Their bells are made in the Hand Hammered style. In a final distinctive cosmetic touch, the
natural-finish cymbals are given a distinguished logo in “rich gold” ink.
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visually magnificent, elegant look

by Mike Haid

Sabian Paragon Cymbals 
Tailored For The Tastes Of Neil Peart 

THE NUMBERS
8" Splash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 126
10" Splash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 149
13" Hi-Hats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 367
14" Hi-Hats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 404
16" Crash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 244
18" Crash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 287
20" Crash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 337
19" China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 306
20" China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 337
22" Ride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 398
Performance Set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 995
(includes 14" hats, 16" crash, 22" ride, and cymbal bag or hardshell case) 
Effects Pack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 551
(includes 8" and 10" splashes and 19" China)
Complete Paragon Setup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,199 
(includes heavy-duty road case)
(506) 272-2019, www.sabian.com.
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